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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 
In the matter of Trademark Registration No. 1147309 
For the mark COHIBA 
Date registered: February 17, 1981 
 
AND 
 
In the matter of the Trademark Registration No. 1898273 
For the mark COHIBA 
Date registered: June 6, 1995 
 
Cancellation No. 92025859 
---------------------------------------------------------------x 
EMPRESA CUBANA DEL TABACO, d.b.a. : 
CUBATABACO,     : 
       : 
Petitioner,      : 
       :  
v.       : 
       : 
GENERAL CIGAR CO., INC.   : 
       : 
Respondent.      : 
---------------------------------------------------------------x 
 
 
 
PARTY OFFERING: PETITIONER  
 
DESIGNATION in 97 Civ. 8399  (RWS), United States District Court, Southern District of New 
York, Empresa Cubana de Tabaco d.b.a. Cubatabaco v. Culbro Corp. and General Cigar Co., 
Inc.):  
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Declaration of Translation 

ofLeyNo. 1191 (P17230-17232) 

Debra Evenson declares under penalty of purjury under the laws of the United States that 

the following it true and correct: 

1.    I am a lawyer, licensed to practice law in the State of New York, and am of 

counsel to the law firm Rabinowitz, Boudin, Standard, Krinsky & Liebetman, P.C. I was 

professor of law at DePaul University School of Law from 1980-1993 where I taught 

comparative international law. I am fluent in the Spanish language. 

2.    I translated Ley No. l 191 (P17230-17232) from Spanish into English. I attach 

hereto a copy of the original documents in Spanish and the translation thereof which is a 

true and correct translation into English. 

Signed this 14~h day of January of 2002 

DEBRA EVENSON 
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Translation ofLey No. 1191 (P17230-33) 

OSVALDO DORTICOS TORRADO, President of the Republic of Cuba 

MAKES KNOWN: That the Council of Ministers has resolved and I have 
sanctioned the following: 

WHEREAS: The increase in the internal and foreign demand for tobacco in all its 

forms, requires the organization of an enterprise which, as a Central Organism, covers all 

of the activities related to the cultvafion, production and distribution, as well as the 

execution and operation of foreign commerce of that product and the technical direction 

in its agricultural phase. 

THEREFORE: In use of the powers conferred on it, the Council of Ministers 
resolves to enact the following: 

Law No. 1191 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE 1. - The Empresa Cubana del Tabaco is created with independent legal 

personality and patrimony and its own administration, which will have the objectives and 

functions that are determined by the present Law. 

The Empresa Cubana del Tabaco, which is created by this law, shall be identified 
for all legal effects by the name CUBATABACO and shall be subject to the commercial 
legislation in its relations with third parties in the foreign commercial operations it 
undertakes. 

ARTICLE 2. - The direction, execution and supervision of the plans of 
development of the tobacco economy of the Nation and in especial the promotion of the 
export of tobacco corresponds to the enterprise CUBATABACO. 

ARTICLE 3. - The enterprise CUBATABACO will have its domicile in the City 
of Havana, Republic de Cuba, and shall undertake mercantile operations in all of the 
national territory and in the world, by means of offices which for this purpose it may 
organize, or through representatives, agents or delegates which it may designate for this 
purpose. 

ARTICLE 4. - The capital of the Empresa Cubana del Tabaco (CUBATABACO) 
shall be comprised of the sum of $I,000,000 of which $100,000 corresponds to the 
Capital of the Empresa Cubana Exportadora de Tabaco, which is merged into it, and the 
rest in cash will be provided by the Cuban State. 

ARTICLE 5. - The Empresa CUBATABACO will respond with its own 
patrimony for the obligations which it comracts to undertake its commercial operations 



8111412882 17:42    773-525-8581 EVENSONxPOKEMPNER PAGE 38 

and consequently will not be liable for the obligations of the State, which will also not be 

liable in any case for those contracted by the Empresa. 

On the Functions 

ARTICLE 6. - For the fulfillment of the purposes of the present Law it is 

established that the Empresa CUBATABACO shall: 

a) Undertake economic studies related to the economic perspective of the 

tobacco economy. 

b) Draw up the annual plan of the Empresa in accord with the directives and 

orientations issued by the Central Planning Board. 

c) Oversee that the development of the tobacco production in its distinct phases 

and aspects is undertaken according to the policy outlined by the 

revolutionary Government. 

d) Direct, oriem and supervise technically the tobacco agricultural production, in 

the state as well as in the private sector, by establishing by zones the 

quantities, types and classes of tobacco to be produced and the determination 

and adoption of new areas for planting, with a view toward the future 

development, the establishment of technical norms for the planting and the 

harvesting of tobacco and the organization of centers of experimentation and 

research. 

e) Organize and execute the production of seeds and seedbeds to achieve 
seedlings that guarantee the maximum yield and quality. 

f) Organize, direct, execute and supervise the storing of tobacco and establish 

the norms for the selection that govern its classification, purchase, benefit, 

storage and fumigation. 

h) 

i) 

Organize, direct, execute and supervise the industrial production of cigars and 
cigarettes, with the objective of greatest efficiency, the best utilization of the 
installed capacity, the increase of the production, the reduction of costs and 
the improvement of the.quality of the products. 

Organize the acquisition, production, ~,varehousing and distribution of.the 

supplies and other materials that are required for the supply of the enterprise 
and of the private tobacco farmers as well as the acquisition of the assets and 
goods of whatever character and nature which are considered necessary for 

the fulfillment of its purposes. 

Organize, direct and undertake the distribution of cigars, cigarettes and leaf 
and other tobacco products in the internal market, as well as the (illegible) 
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watching out that the deliveries of said products to the retailers be in the 
quantities and the types necessary, according to the requirements of the 
population. 

J) Propose the prices and commercial margins that should govern the harvest of 

tobacco and the wholesale and retail distribution of cigars, cigarettes and leaf 

and other tobacco products. 

Execute the operations related to the export of tobacco in all of its forms, 
including the conduct of sale in foreign markets and, as may be the case, the 
other operations of foreign commerce of tobacco that the Government may 
assign it, adjusting to the commercial policy that the Ministry of Foreign 
Commerce develops. 

1) Constitute and administer tobacco reserves. 

m) Coordinate the measures destined to facilitate the study and implementation of 

of the norms and specifications of the raw materials, supplies and other 

materials the tobacco production requires. 

Participate in the activities of scientific cooperation and technical assistance 
that may be carried out in the field of the tobacco economy, as related to other 
national organisms as well as to that which may develop with other countries 
by the competent organisms and coordinate the reciprocal offering of these 
activities among its dependencies and units. 

On Government and Organization 

ARTICLE 7. - The government and administration of the Enterprise shall be 

assigned to a Director, a Vice Director and an Export Manager, that shall have the 

powers and faculties that are indicated in this law and those that are determined 

by its Organic Regulations. 

ARTICLE 8. - The Director of the Enterprise shall be designated and freely 
removed by the President of the Republic, who also shall name the Vice Director, 
at the proposal of the Director of the Enterprise. 

The Manager of Export shall be designated and freely removed by the 
Director of the Enterprise. 

ARTICLE 9. - The Director of the Enterprise shall hold its legal representation 
without prejudice to the faculties that are conferred on the Manager of Export by 
Article 11 of this Law, and in his character as Superior Chief of same, shall be 
empowered to: 
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a) Exercise the top direction and supervision of the Enterprise, its 
dependencies and units. 

Direct the formulation, execution and control of the plan of the 
Enterprise, overseeing the strict fulfillment of the commercial and 
financial obligations of the same. 

c) 

d) 

Agree to, contract and sign on behalf and on account of the Enterprise, 
the contracts and whatever other documents that may be required. 

Name, promote, transfer and dismiss the personnel of the Enterprise, 
in accordance with the labor legislation in force. 

e) Conmtct the technical personnel and services which he considers 
necessary for the fulfillment of the (illegible) 

f) Dictate, by means of resolutions, the norms that are necessary for the 
better functioning of the Enterprise, its dependents and units. 

g) Delegate whatever of the above mentioned powers and others that may 
correspond to him to the Vice Director or to whatever other 
management personnel of the Enterprise. 

ARTICLE 10. - The Vice Director shall exercise the powers that are conferred on him in 
the Organic Regulation and those that the Director may delegate to him and to substitute 
for the Director in any case of temporary absence. 

ARTICLE 11. - The Manager of Export shall hold the legal representation of the 

Enterprise in all of the operations and transactions related to the export of tobacco in all 

of its forms. To these ends, he shall have the attributes and powers that the Organic 

Regulation may assign him and especially to agree to, contract and sign in the name and 

on the account of the Enterprise, all contracts and whatever other public and private 

documents may be required; grant powers of all classes and revoke them; issue, sign, 

accept and endorse commercial documents; open, operate and close bank accounts, in 

Cuba as well as abroad, and undertake other operations or banking and mercantile actions 

that the legislation in force authorizes, executing them himself or through other persons 

to whom he may delegate his powers. 

ARTICLE 12. - The Empresa Cubana del Tabaco (CUBATABACO) shall be organized 

internally in the offices, dependencies, units and provincial and regional delegations that 

are determined in the Organic Regulation. 

ARTICLE 13. - There shall exist a Council of Direction in the Empresa Cubana del 
Tabaco (CUBATABACO) that shall function as the advisory body of the Director in all 
the matters which, in his judgment, require the discussion and collective guidance with 
respect to the general activity of the Enterprise. 
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The Council of Direction shall be presided over by the Dir~tor of the Enterprise, 

shall meet when he decides and shall be composed according to that determined in the 

Organic Regulation. 

TRANSITORY DISPOSITIONS 

FIRST: All the enterprises of the state sector which at the time of the 

promulgation of Lifts Law are found developing activities related in whatever form to the 

production of tobacco, except the agricultural activities, shall be merged into the Empresa 

Cubana del Tabaco (CUBATABACO) which is created by this Law. 

As a consequence of the merser established by this Transitory Disposition, the 

Empresa Cubana del Tabaco (CUBATABACO) is assigned all of the funds, equipment, 

files, documents and personnel, including the basic means, cash and finances which are 

assigned or correspond to the enterprises which are merged into it. 

SECOND. - The Director of the Empresa Cubana de Tabaco (CUBATABACO), 
shall coordinate with the Ministries and heads of the corresponding bodies, the transfers 
of enterprises, (illegible) and functions (illegible)... 

THIRD. - Until such time as the Organic regulation is dictated, the Director of the 

Empresa Cubana del Tabaco (CUBATABACO) shall assume in addition to the attributes 

and powers conferred on him in this Law, all those necessary for the fulfillment of the 

purposes for which the Empresa has been created, being authorized through resolutions to 

set out its organic structure and enact rules and other dispositions which shall govern the 

offices, dependencies, units and Provincial and Regional delegations of the Enterprise. 

FINAL DISPOSITIONS 

FIRST. - The Empresa Cubana del Tabaco (CUBATABACO), created by this 
Law, is subrogated to the assets and rights and substitutes in the contractual and extra 
contractual obligations of the Empresa Cubana Exportadora de Tabaco 
(CUBATABACO), created by Resolution number 2 of the first of January of 1962, by the 
Ministry of Foreign Commerce, ofwhich it is the successor and continuation. 

SECOND. - The Director of the Empresa Cubana del Tabaco (CUBATABACO) 
is empowered to enact the Organic Regulation of the Enterprise. 

THIRD. - The Minister of Justice is authorized to issue in the form and under the 
conditions he believes appropriate to the Empresa Cabana del Tabaco (CUBATABACO) 
THAT THIS Law creates, all of the modalities of industrial property that refer to tobacco, 
which the Cuban State has acquired or may acquire by whatever title, whether found 
registered or not in its favor in the corresponding registries. 
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FOURTH. - All legal dispositions and regulations in conflict with the fulfillment 

of that set forth in the present Law, which will go into force from the time of its 

publication in ~he Offical Gazette of the republic, are repealed. 

THEREFORE: I mandate that the present Law be fulfilled and executed in all its 

GIVEN en the Palace of the Revolution in Havana, the 25m day of the month of 

April of 1966, 

OSVALDO DORTICOS TORRADO 

Fidel Castro Ruz 

Prime Minister 

Joel Dominican Benitez 

Minister of Industries 
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"A lady in Havana once asked if I was Douglas 

Fairbanks, who made such great films. 

’No,’ I said. ’But I make great cigars.’" 

Ramdn Cifuentes was born to make the greatest of Cuban cigars, iust as 

his father had done before him. Then, after the Cuban Revolution, he 

was destined to flee the country and go on making his Partagas cigars in 

the Dominican Republic, a land blessed with the best-cultivated soi! 

and the best-trained cigar makers in the Caribbean. And today, Partagas 

cigars are still the only cigars ever made under the direction of the 

same man who once made them in Cuba. 

The cigar that knew Cuba when° 
.... mt :,~,: ~ P.~*r~2a< :hape chart, http://cigap.vorld.com © 1998 Cifiaentes y Cia 





"At the best casinos in Havana, anyone who was lucky 

at the roulette table would light up a Partagas." ~ 

In those dashing days, the night life in Havana had a pulse all its own that you could 

touch, almost taste, especially at the casinos."The diamonds were everywhere," says 

master cigar maker Ramdn Ci~entes. ’And so were my Partagas cigars." But when 

life in Cuba changed, he was forced to find a new one in the Domiaican Republic. 

And today, he is the reason that Partagas is still the only cigar ever made by 

the same man who made it what it was long ago in Cuba. As Ramdn iikes 

to say, "I have been lucky in life." 

"The cigar that Cuba when. 





"In 13uba, .my colleagues and I 
¯ would eat sho.rt lunches so we could 

go off to smoke long Partagas~ cigars." 

In the eyes of Ram6n Ofuentes, a Partagas is more than a cigar. 

It is a way of life, as much a part of each day as the clouds in the sky or 

an afternoon stroll with friends. And today, only Partagas cigars are still 

made under the watclfful eyes of the same man who made them decades 

ago in Cuba. The only difference is, Ram6n and his colleagues make 

the cigars a few hundred miles away in the Dominican Republic. 

"You see, the best tobacco is here now," Ram6n explains. And 

with that, he lights his favorite Partagas, a Number 1. 

cigar that knew Cuba when. 
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WELCOME TO ALFRED ])UNHILL BY MAIL 

if you’ve ever visited an Alfred Dunhill Humidor Room. you’ve 

undoubtedly enjoyed a broad selection of premium handmade cigars, 

all kept in pristine condition and ready for your smoking pleasure. 

¯ 
~                      ¯ Now, you can enjoy those same superlative clears--and the service 

i:.-for which Alfred Dunhill is famous--without leaving your 

: ’    " :.-: home or office. Just p~ck up,the phone. "    ’ 

" Ou~ Catalogue offers many of the world s best cigars. We store 

them under perfect conditions, ship them to you. and guarantee your 

satisfaction. We also offer a selective range of humidors, lighters, 

and other smokers’ accessories. Each product supports 

Alfred Dunhill’s maxim: "It must be useful; it must be 

beautiful; it must last; it must be the best of its kind." 

We stand ready to serve you 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week. Please call us today. 

AFD 01864 



AFD 01867 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 
In the matter of Trademark Registration No. 1147309 
For the mark COHIBA 
Date registered: February 17, 1981 
 
AND 
 
In the matter of the Trademark Registration No. 1898273 
For the mark COHIBA 
Date registered: June 6, 1995 
 
Cancellation No. 92025859 
---------------------------------------------------------------x 
EMPRESA CUBANA DEL TABACO, d.b.a. : 
CUBATABACO,     : 
       : 
Petitioner,      : 
       :  
v.       : 
       : 
GENERAL CIGAR CO., INC.   : 
       : 
Respondent.      : 
---------------------------------------------------------------x 
 
 
 
PARTY OFFERING: PETITIONER  
 
DESIGNATION in 97 Civ. 8399  (RWS), United States District Court, Southern District of New 
York, Empresa Cubana de Tabaco d.b.a. Cubatabaco v. Culbro Corp. and General Cigar Co., 
Inc.):  
 

Filings:  Dkt 124-26 (SJ P.Ex. 171) 
 
 



DEPOSITION 

FOR ID 



AFD 01926 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 
In the matter of Trademark Registration No. 1147309 
For the mark COHIBA 
Date registered: February 17, 1981 
 
AND 
 
In the matter of the Trademark Registration No. 1898273 
For the mark COHIBA 
Date registered: June 6, 1995 
 
Cancellation No. 92025859 
---------------------------------------------------------------x 
EMPRESA CUBANA DEL TABACO, d.b.a. : 
CUBATABACO,     : 
       : 
Petitioner,      : 
       :  
v.       : 
       : 
GENERAL CIGAR CO., INC.   : 
       : 
Respondent.      : 
---------------------------------------------------------------x 
 
 
 
PARTY OFFERING: PETITIONER  
 
DESIGNATION in 97 Civ. 8399  (RWS), United States District Court, Southern District of New 
York, Empresa Cubana de Tabaco d.b.a. Cubatabaco v. Culbro Corp. and General Cigar Co., 
Inc.):  
 

Filings:  Dkt 124-26 (SJ P.Ex. 172) 
 
 



AFD 01783 





IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 
In the matter of Trademark Registration No. 1147309 
For the mark COHIBA 
Date registered: February 17, 1981 
 
AND 
 
In the matter of the Trademark Registration No. 1898273 
For the mark COHIBA 
Date registered: June 6, 1995 
 
Cancellation No. 92025859 
---------------------------------------------------------------x 
EMPRESA CUBANA DEL TABACO, d.b.a. : 
CUBATABACO,     : 
       : 
Petitioner,      : 
       :  
v.       : 
       : 
GENERAL CIGAR CO., INC.   : 
       : 
Respondent.      : 
---------------------------------------------------------------x 
 
 
 
PARTY OFFERING: PETITIONER  
 
DESIGNATION in 97 Civ. 8399  (RWS), United States District Court, Southern District of New 
York, Empresa Cubana de Tabaco d.b.a. Cubatabaco v. Culbro Corp. and General Cigar Co., 
Inc.):  
 

Filings:  Dkt 124-26 (SJ P.Ex. 175) 
 
 











CA: In one year? 

Boruchin: In one year. 

CA: Of the $22 million, how much is mail order, wholesale 

and retail? 

Boruchin: At one time, wholesale was 80 percent, 85 percent of my 

business. Today, it’s 50 percent. The reason in the change is that our 

retail business has increased so much that no matter how much 

more the national companies have been giving us, we don’t have 

enough to wholesale it. We are selling directly to consumers. The 

store is tremendous. The mail-order is tremendous. So, wholesale 

and the retail side is about a 50-50 split. 

CA: When you moved to your new store last year, you were very 

nervous because you went from a little hole in the wall to a good- 

sized store. 

Boruchin: We went from 1.800 square feet to 16.500 square feet. 

And, instead of renting, we bought the building for over a milhon 

and a half dollars. 

CA: It sounds like you did the right thing. 

Boruchln: God knows. The business was already pointed in the right 

direction two years ago, though. And. it looked like we couldn’t con- 

tinue on Arthur Godfrey Road. I was convinced that I had to move 

in order to even maintain the business that I was doing. 

CA: It would seem that maybe the biggest change from a retailer’s 

or a wholesaler’s point of view would be that in the ’80s you could 

get as much of any brand as you wanted, and today you’re depen- 

dent upon your relationships with the manufacturers. Is that true? 

Boruchin: Yes. But we were lucky. We were in a position in the 

market when the CIGAR AFICIONADO revolution came that helped 

us cash in. We were probably the second-largest company in the 

United States in the cigar business. We were in the right place at 

the right time. 

CA: Second to JR Tobacco. 

Boruchin: Yes. By the way, we are very friendly competitors and 

personal friends. He [Lew Rothman. owner of JR Tobacco] is one of 

my largest suppliers of cigars. 

CA: Many cigar lovers are frustrated 

aix~ut how difficult it is to get their 

favorite cigars. They always ask, 

"How long will it be before we can 

get the established brands,r’ What do 

you think? 

Boruchin: I think ever3 manufactur- 

er is making tremendous invest- 

ments, from growing tobacco to 

training cigar makers to making more 

boxes. You know the shortage of 

boxes is one of the biggest problems. 

even though it’s not mentioned very 

often. I would say that if the con- 

sumpnon continues to grow at this 

rate. [we may never catch up]. If at 

one point, the growth does slow 

down, the bigger manufacturers will 

catch up. I actualiy hope it never 

happens, even though some people 

are frustrated. You know why? There’re a lot of great products on 

the market, and a lot of new products are coming to the market. 

Some of them are great, and you can still find good cigars. When I 

left my place in Miami. I had a g~×~d supply of almost every ma~or 

brand. That doesn’t mean that two weeks from now we m ight 

not be out of everything. 

CA: Yot, haven’t been able to build tip inventories? 

Boruchin: Not on the major brands. 

CA: Have you ever been able to keep large inventories for an 

extended period ? 

Boruchln: Not really. We ahvays turned over stock, even though we 

keep a large inventory because of the nature of our business. But we 

kept reordering practically every week. The merchandise used to be 

available. What is not available anymore ,s deals. Everybody used to 

wheel and deal at that time to compete. And merchandise could be 

bought cheaper. It’s been one of our mare concerns because we were 

ahvays consumer-oriented. But we are a consumer company and we 

u’ere ahvays trying to gi~’e the consumer ~he best deal available. It’s 

been tougher now. We are not able to offer the consumer the same 

business that we did before. Merchandise is so short. It’s impossible 

to get the deals that we used to get before. 

CA: Let’s change the subject. You are Cuban-American, living in 

Miami and in the cigar business. Doesn’t that put you at the center 

of a hurricane? 

Boruchin: Definitely. When you live in south Florida and you have 

a million Cubans, the subject of Cuba is unavoidable. It’s subsiding 

a little now. The conservatism of the Cubans of 10, 15 years ago is 

not that much anymore. For me, a Cuban cigar is the best cigar in 

the world. I don’t care who gets mad. But I don’t sell them. and I 

fight anyone who does because today, Cuban cigars are my biggest 

competitor. I’m kx:ated in an area where most of my customers are 

affluent people. They all have access to Cuban cigars. Sometimes 

they are counterfeit, because the popularity of the Cuban cigar has 

brought counterfeits into the picture. But whether they are real or 
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ahead of them. I won’t see the end of this in my life- 

time. Of course, everyth.ing in life reaches a ceiling. 

This won’t be an exception. But the cigar business is 

going to be a tremendous business for a long time to 

come. I only see one danger. That’s government restric- 

tions. Before, nobody cared, but as we grow, as the 

industry grows, our enemies are going to grow. So. we 

are going to have to face in the near future a barrage 

of tremendous bad publicity. 

CA= Hasn’t that already started? 

Boruchin: Yes. 

CA: There’s so much disinformation about cigars; using 

cigarette studies to compare smoking habits of cigar 

smokers is one popular example. How should we fight it? 

Boruchin: There’s one thing they can’t fight. I smoke 

about 10 or 12 cigars a week. I could go a month with- 

out smoking, without any problem. Cigars are not addic- 

tive. Nobody can say: "l can’t live without cigars." You 

can be three days without smoking. You can pick up a 

~igar three days from now and smoke. So. the addiction    j 

that they criticize for cigarettes doesn’t exist with cigars. 

And nobody inhales cigars; if they do it’s a very small percentage. 

The danger of getting sick from cigar smoking is very small. They 

are going to have a tough time convincing the intelligent consumer 

vf today who smokes in moderation. 

CA: Do you feel that the proliferation of all the new brands on the 

market, some of which are not very well made or quality cigars, pre- 

sents a potential problem for the industry? 

Boruchln: Yes, even though I think this phase will pass. For 

example, look at the explosion in new tobacco stores. There’re not 

enough cigars to go around for them. A lot of the cigars are just 

maybe being spread too thin. And some of those new cigars are 

coming in at extravagant prices. But if you look at the national 

bmnds--H. Upmann, Don Diego, Macanudo, Partagas, Bauza. 

Licenciados, Astral, the regular brands--they are still selling for 

below $5. Now you get a new cigar maker that bought tobacco 

last week, stole three cigar rollers and makes a cigar trying to sell 

it for $8 and $10. They are just ripping off the public. That’s going 

to disappear. 

CA: How would you describe, or how would you rate. the quality of 

these new brands? 

Boruchln: Some of them are great. Some of them are garbage. 

Some of them are garbage in, garbage out, because they don’t get 

the right tobacco, they don’t get the right cigar makers, but they 

still come in to make a killing. This is not the people like us. Many 

people in the cigar business have been in it for 50 years. But these 

others just come in to get rich quick. Either they are going to try to 

go into the stock market and make a killing in the stock market or 

they are going to try to sell bad product. There is a scarcity of good 

product in the stores, which allows these newcomers to come in. 

These retailers need merchandise to sell. Eventually people will 

realize they are paying a tremendous amount of money for cigars 

that aren’t worth it. 

CA: You mentioned the problem with counterfeit Cubans. Is that a 

new phenomenon? 

Boruchin: That never happened five years ago. This is happemng 

since the Cuban cigars have become very popular, together with the 

cigar industry. Everybody sees it as an opportunity to make money. 

CA: In terms of the counterfeit cigars in Miami. are they made in 

Cuba or are they knock-offs from other countries? 

Boruchin: Some come from Cuba. They’ve been bought on the 

street there. But the majorit~ are made in the Dominican Republic 

and Honduras. 

CA: And the consumer doesn’t know? 

Boruchin: Don’t forget that most of the young smokers have not 

been exposed to many Cuban cigars. They buy a box of Cohibas and 

they smoke a product that is not that great, but they really don’t 

identify it that well. Like maybe you or I could identify it as a fake. 

CA: Then they say a Cuban cigar is not so good. 

Boruchin: But they like to go around with the band on. What they 

are trying to do is impress people with the fact they are smoking a 

Cohiba. Taste means very little. It’s just showing off to their friends 

on Saturday night that they are smoking a Cohiba. They choose by 

the band. 

CA: i get asked all the time by people to tell them whether the 

cigars are real or not. One guy swore his came from Cuba. and I 

asked him if they’d been bought in a store and he said, no, right out 

front. I knew immediately they were fakes. It seems the problem is 

out of control. 

Boruchin: Every other Cuban cigar sold in Miami today is 

counterfeit. Especially the Cohiba and Montecristo labels. Those are 

the ones that you see the most. I haven’t seen a counterfeit Bolivar, or 

some of the other brands that are not that popular. I have heard stories 

of customers of mine that have been hustled by clerks in stores in 

Cuba, like, "Why do you want to pay $250 [per box] for this cigar? 

I can get it to you for $70, $80 tonight, if you meet me at such and such 

a place." Because it’s a store clerk offering this deal, people think they 

must be stolen from the store and are real. But that’s not the case. 

The Cubans are very ingenious. They always were and that’s the 
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CA: Why is it that whenever I go there, hc gives me white 

~,~ruchin; You know Mike started our on Orchard Street in New 

York ~x~d he hgd a pushcart, and he was always there scMng socks. 

~e always says that he blesses the memory of [then-New York 

MaWr Fiorello] La Guardia, because L~ Guardla kicked him our of 
Orchard Street with the pushcart and he had to move to Hodda, 

And he starred the cigar busincss. $o, the love of his life has 

~lways been socks. So as riot to forget that, hc keeps a little stock 

of socks in his desk and everybody that he likes that comes to 

store walks out with ~ pair of socks. 

CA: Your store is one of the most bcnutiful stores in America. Do 

you have any plans to expand that one store or ro ~dd other stores? 

~ir.her in 1:lorida or elsewhere? 

Boruchha: We have 6300 square fcct of retail store, The retail 

~r~ is adequate. And even if wc pile up more stuff in the store, it 

~s adequate. Where we run out of space is in thc warehouse, the 

wholesale and other dcpartment operatkms, We are looking into 

expanding that area. Wc are looking within the neighborhood 

where we ~re located right now. I ha~e no plans m expand the 

store. We walk a thin line between being manufacturer, distributor 

and rerziler, lfl open up a lot of my cigar stores around rat � oun. 

rW, I would be competing with my friends. We are nor planning to 

e~.L, wge the ve~atl opemtlon. 

CA: What do today’s smokers buy? Wh~t ~re thcy smoking? What 

arc the cigars that are ~ri big demand in terms of fl~vor, ~rrength, 

size, color, origin~ What is the cigar th~t is in greatest dem~nd.~ 

]5orucMn: The trend today- is toward a strong cigar. Size favorites 

err robu~tos, a 4 I/2 or ~ [inchJ x 50 ring g~uge or a 5 1/2 x 50 ring 

gauge. On man? occasions, you can’~ smoke ~ large cigar unless 

~u find a frlendly place ~r ~n your house. Most of the places you 

want a shorter smoke because you want to finish and you don’t 

want ro throw ~t away. When ~ new smoker walks in. the prefer- 

ence is for a mild cigar, But he graduates to s medium to strong 

cigar very quickly. I see them come in the first day and buy cigars, 

But then you see them a month later and they atrcad~" arc looking 

at ~ little ~tronger cigar, such ~s a Parragas, a Fuente. a Baud. At 

the beginning, ~hey all feel they want to start with a mild cigar. 

But ~t is surprising how ~hey move pretty quickly to a strong 

smoke, 

{~A: How much do they ~n~ to spend ~n a cigar? 

Boruchgn: Price iz no object. When you see that some of the 

~raihrs come to my place and pay full price and then go out to 

sell it at a rzemendous profit, i~ means people are going in those 

places and buying cigars for $I0, $9, $8 apiece. I ~ink availability 

is the ma~ L~sue today. If you have the pequot, you haw no’prob- 

lem charging wh~tever you w~nr. 

CA: In south Florich, ~re there today many places where you can 

go ~J enjoy a nice meal and have a cigar afterwards? Or are there 

smoke~ 

~ch~: You still ~ve a lot o(proble~. ~ere’rc nor too 

r.h~ ~r Wu c~ go o~nly and light up a c~gar where you’re 

lot of clubs are opening up. even though I don’t count ctuhs, I llke 

restaur~rits, where ~’ou can sir down and enjoy 

them is The Forge, especially s~nce they opened up the Cuba Club 

next door. But they keep humidors with cigars in both place.s. And 

you can light up a � tear any place in The Forge. It might be anoth. 

er haffdozen restaurants like that. But that’s 

CA: Do you see any local ~egislarion coming along, ro restrict cigar 

smoking in sou~ 

Bo~chln: ~ey ~vg tried. Bu~ ~orida ~ a big pr~ucer ~ciga~, 

and we’ve ~en able to stop ~e cffor~ beforr. However, I won’~ 

be su~ri~d if it will ~ppen in ~e ~ure. Not too long a~o [the 

sm~] tried to p~ a t~ on c~rs and it w~ defeated, ~ey just 

pa~d a t~ on robs� co, but ~e~ never touch the ci~rs. In Tampa 

and Miami. a lot o~peop[e still make a li~ing ia the industry. 

CA: You once told me a s~or? about ~e brand mm¢ Coht~ and 

¯ e ~d¢mark. Could ~ou tall ~r again? 

BoothS: In ~ ’7~, a @iend of mine, ~mardo Benes, was 

retained by the ~rrer Adminis~ation. Bern,rdo ~d been a friend 

of Fidel in Havana Ua~ve~iw and at the beg~ning of the 

Revolution. he was a suhsecrrt~ in ~e Treasu~ Depa~enr. He 

hf~ Cuba became of ideologt~l differences. But he 

"At one time, 

the cigar industry was like 

a big family. It still is." 

conservative Cuban. He worked closely with Claude Pepper when 

he ~as a congressmen, and he was on retainer with the State 

Department during the Carter Administration. Hc used to go and 

se~ Castro often, alway~ on different missions that didn’t 

come our in the press. One tim~ he came back fi’om Cuba and he 

gave me a little pack with four or We hnceros. And he told me 

these are cigars that Fidd smokes that he gives to people that visit 
with him. The ci~r ~s not a commercial brand. At that time. they 

didn’t ever dreata that they were going to make it commercial. I 

was working for General Cigar at d’mt time and, loyal employee 

that I was, I sent the bands and a couple of cigars to Edgar 

Cullrman Jr. Arld I told the CulImans the s~ory that ! just told 

Arid Gencn| went ahead and registered the brand. And sure 

enough, nobody had an intent to register it then because the 

brand w~sn’t even commercially available. $o, General Cigar o~’as 

the brand in ~e United Stares. 

CA~ You’ve been in the cigar trade for 36 years, Do you ever look 

~n the mirror ,~nd pinch ?ounelf? 

Boruchin: Yes, But, I can’t tell you the number of times that I 

considered leaving the bus|n~s. The only problem with cigars is 

that it ge~ into your skin. The cigar business, you just couldn’t 

have it, You get to love the business so much and the people in 

the business. I bet you thac ~¢re’s not another industry ~at has 

the friendships that I have. [ say that because late& like any 

industry that ~rn~,~ .. .... t. ~ ........ ,. _~._ , 
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